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Agenda

• Georgia’s Population 101

• Snapshot Introduction

• Demographic changes & Georgia’s workforce



What is the population of Georgia?

A. 8.5 million

B. 9.6 million

C. 11 million

D. 12.8 million



What is the population of Georgia?
A. 9 million

B. 10 million

C. 11 million
D. 12 million



Georgia’s Population 

increased by ~315,000 

between 2020 Census 

and 2023 Estimates

Note: Year ends July 1, 2023

Source: US Census Bureau Population Estimates
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Georgia’s Population Growth since 1900
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Three Million New Georgians in Two Decades
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Georgia Population Increases by 1 million in 2010s
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Georgia’s Population Growth is Projected to Continue

Source: Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget, 2024 Series Population Projections



How do populations change?



How do populations change?

What does this have to do with workforce?



Three Components of 
Population Change

1. Births

2. Deaths

3. Migration











The ‘Demographic Cliff’ is here

Source: Western Interstate Commission on Higher Education, Knocking on College Door, 10th Edition

• 2026 is projected to be the peak number of high school 

graduates in Georgia



Why?

Source: Western Interstate Commission on Higher Education, Knocking on College Door, 10th Edition
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Number of Births are Falling in Georgia

2023: 125,005

2007:150,804

2000:132, 468

Source: Georgia Department of Public Health,

Office of Health Indicators for Planning (OHIP)
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Declining Births impacts Education and Workforce

HS Class of 
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HS Class of 2025

HS Class of 2018

Source: Georgia Department of Public Health,

Office of Health Indicators for Planning (OHIP)

HS Class of 

2032





Sources: Georgia Department of Education

Note: totals do not include charter schools or Department of Juvenile Justice enrollments



• K-12 Enrollments have declined in 

half of the Regional Education 

Service Areas (RESAs) over the 

past ten years

Sources: Georgia Department of Education

Note: totals do not include charter schools or Department of Juvenile Justice enrollments

Declining number of 

births already impacting 

local school systems





Source: American Community Survey State-to-State migration flows; 2020 ACS Data not available



Note: Year ends July 1

Source: US Census Bureau Population Estimates
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Note: Year ends July 1

Source: US Census Bureau Population Estimates
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Note: Year ends July 1

Source: US Census Bureau Population Estimates
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Note: Year ends July 1

Source: US Census Bureau Population Estimates
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Source: American Community Survey State-to-State migration flows; 2020 ACS Data not available



Note: Year ends July 1, 2021

Source: US Census Bureau Population Estimates

Source: Georgia Department of Public Health, Office of Health Indicators for Planning (OHIP)

Nearly half of Georgia 

counties exhibited 

negative net migration 

between 2011 and 2022
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Source: Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget, 2024 Series Population Projections



Georgia’s Changing Age Distribution
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Georgia’s Labor 

Force is also aging

Source: US Census Bureau American Community Survey; 2005-09 and 2018-2022

• More than 1 out of 5 

of Georgia workers 

are over the age of 55 

• This is up from 15% in 

2009





Georgia’s Changing Age Distribution
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Almost 80% of the 5.7 million 

working age Georgians are part 

of the labor force

Source: 2018-2022 Public Use Microdata Sample; Carl Vinson Institute of Government Analysis

• ~70% are fully employed

• ~6% work 30 hours or less

• ~3% are unemployed



The State of Georgia’s Workforce

 Georgia’s workforce demographics makes the state well positioned to attract 
more economic development activity

 Georgia has the 10th youngest median age

 Georgia has the 8th largest working-age population in the country

 Population Growth is slowing

 Declining Births and Aging Population

 The workforce of tomorrow is older and more diverse

 Most working age Georgians are a part of the labor force
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Breakout 2

November 12, 1:15PM – 2:15PM
Georgia’s Model of Career Pathways in Life Sciences Room K

Power of Purpose: Intentional Alignment Between Industry, Community & 

Education

Room L

Workforce Strategies that Work for Rural Communities Room Q

Harnessing the Power of Diverse Talent: Youth and Adults with Disabilities in 

the Workforce

Room T/U

Transportation Solutions: Industry and Community Approaches to Workforce 

Transportation

Room R

All breakout room sessions are located on the 2nd floor of the venue
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