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Learning Objectives

At the end of this session, you will be able to 

• Recall resources available for strengthening 
knowledge and skills, a key element for a strong 
control environment





Internal Control Components



Control Environment - COSO

• Principle 4  – The organization demonstrates a 
commitment to attract, develop, and retain 
competent individuals in alignment with objectives

• Points of Focus
• Establishes policies and procedures 

• Evaluates competence and addresses shortcomings

• Attracts, Develops, and Retains Individuals

• Plans and Prepares for Succession



TOOLS FOR RELEVANT KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS



Compliance Audit Guide 
Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts   

Compliance Auditing in Georgia Counties and 
Municipalities

• Current through 2016 legislative changes 
(updates for 2017 legislation should be available 
by July 2017)

• Legal summary of finance-related provisions of 
the Georgia Code 



Compliance Audit Guide 
http://cviog.uga.edu/publications/compliance-auditing-publication.html

http://cviog.uga.edu/publications/compliance-auditing-publication.html


Compliance Audit Guide 



Compliance Audit Guide



Compliance Audit Guide 



Compliance Audit Guide 



Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts 

http://www.audits.ga.gov/NALGAD/Files/PDF_of_Lo
cal_Government_Checklist_12-2015.pdf

• Local Government Audit Review Checklist
• Used by Audits to review local government financial 

statements

http://www.audits.ga.gov/NALGAD/resource.html


Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts 



Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts 

• http://www.audits.ga.gov/NALGAD/iiraea_resource
s.html

• Illegal Immigration Reform and Enforcement Act

http://www.audits.ga.gov/NALGAD/iiraea_resources.html


Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts 

https://www.audits.ga.gov/NALGAD/Local_Governm
ent_Audits.html

• Listing of noncompliant local government audits 
• Updated periodically, call if need more current 

information

• Key for noncompliance included at bottom of memo

• Noncompliance includes
• 1- Nonreceipt of audit report or uncorrected report            

deficiencies OCGA 36-81-7

• 2 - Nonreceipt of grant certification form OCGA 36-81-8.1

• 3 - Nonreceipt of actuarial report OCGA 47-1-5

https://www.audits.ga.gov/NALGAD/Local_Government_Audits.html


georgiadata.org



georgiadata.org

• Maintained by Carl Vinson Institute of Government 
in collaboration with various public sources

• OCGA 36-80-21, requires budget submission to this 
website within 30 calendar days of adoption and 
submission of audited financial statement as soon 
as practical for local governments and school 
systems



georgiadata.org



georgiadata.org



georgiadata.org



georgiadata.org



Tax Expenditure Database
Data from Georgia Department of 
Community Affairs Report of Local 

Government Finances



Tax Expenditure Database



Tax Expenditure Database –
Entity Profile Comparison



Tax Expenditure Database
Entity Profile Comparison



Tax Expenditure Database 
Entity Profile Comparison



Tax Expenditure DatabaseTrends



Tax Expenditure Database - Trends



Government Finance Officers Association

http://www.gfoa.org/best-practices

Best Practices and Advisories
Financial Policies

Accounting and Financial Reporting

Budgeting and Financial Planning

CIP/Economic Development

Debt Management

Financial Management

Pension and Benefit Administration

Technology

Treasury Management

http://www.gfoa.org/best-practices


Government Finance Officers Association

• http://www.gfoa.org/sites/default/files/GFOAGene
ralPurposeChecklist.pdf

• Comprehensive Annual Financial Report Checklist 

http://www.gfoa.org/sites/default/files/GFOAGeneralPurposeChecklist.pdf


Government Finance Officers Association



Government Finance Officers Association

• http://www.gfoa.org/financial-indicators-database

• Collection of key data elements from CAFRs 
submitted over past 20 years

• Available for purchase 

http://www.gfoa.org/financial-indicators-database


Government Finance Officers Association



Government Finance Officers Association

• http://www.gfoa.org/governmental-accounting-
auditing-and-financial-reporting-gaafr-hardcover-e-
book-gaafr-supplement-e

• Governmental Accounting, Auditing, and Financial 
Reporting (GAAFR)

http://www.gfoa.org/governmental-accounting-auditing-and-financial-reporting-gaafr-hardcover-e-book-gaafr-supplement-e


Georgia Department of Community Affairs

• http://www.dca.state.ga.us/development/Research
/programs/uca.asp

• Uniform Chart of Accounts

• Definitions for local government chart of accounts

• Provides Georgia code references for certain 
accounts

http://www.dca.state.ga.us/development/Research/programs/uca.asp


Georgia Department of Community Affairs

• http://www.dca.state.ga.us/development/research
/programs/fpg.asp

• Fiscal Planning Guide 
• Prepared from Report of Local Government Finance 

submitted annually by each unit of local government

• Separate reports for County/Consolidated Government 
and Cities 

• Data segregated by population

http://www.dca.state.ga.us/development/research/programs/fpg.asp


Georgia Department of Community Affairs

Fiscal Planning Guide 
• General Revenues by Source

• General Operating Expenditures by Category

• Capital Expenditures

• Debt 

• Cash and Investments

• Enterprise Revenues and Expenditures

• Personnel Expenditures

• Revenue and Expenditures Per Capita



Georgia Department of Community Affairs

Population Ranges



Georgia Department of Community Affairs



Georgia Department of Community Affairs

Financial Highlights Report 
http://www.dca.state.ga.us/development/research/progr
ams/fpg.asp
• County, city, consolidated government revenues by 

population group
• County, city, and consolidated government overview in 

total and per capita for revenues, expenditures, debt 
• Includes fiscal year end month for all local governments

http://www.dca.state.ga.us/development/research/programs/fpg.asp


Georgia Department of Community Affairs

Financial Highlights Report - County 



Georgia Department of Community Affairs

Financial Highlights Report – County Revenues 



Georgia Department of Community Affairs

Financial Highlights Report – County Expenditures 



Georgia Department of Community Affairs

Financial Highlights Report - Debt 



Georgia Department of Community Affairs

• http://www.dca.ga.gov/development/research/pro
grams/lga.asp

• Report of Authority  Indebtedness  

• OCGA 36-81-8

http://www.dca.ga.gov/development/research/programs/lga.asp


Georgia Department of Community Affairs



Georgia Department of Community Affairs

http://www.dca.state.ga.us/development/research/
programs/hotelmoteltax.asp

• Hotel/Motel Tax Report 

• List of Georgia governments imposing hotel/motel 
tax and rates

• Synopsis of hotel/motel tax authorization 
paragraphs

• Summary of expenditure requirements

• Annual Hotel/Motel Tax Summary Report

http://www.dca.state.ga.us/development/research/programs/hotelmoteltax.asp


Georgia Department of Community Affairs



Georgia Department of Community Affairs

• http://www.dca.ga.gov/development/research/pro
grams/debtIssuance.asp

• Debt Issuance Report

• Includes individual debt issuances over $1 million 

http://www.dca.ga.gov/development/research/programs/debtIssuance.asp


Georgia Department of Community Affairs



Georgia Department of Community Affairs

• http://www.dca.ga.gov/development/research/pro
grams/ws.asp

• Wage and Salary Survey  Site has searchable 
database

• Pay range 

• Full-time employees

• Number of hours worked each week 

http://www.dca.ga.gov/development/research/programs/ws.asp


Georgia Department of Community Affairs



Georgia Department of Community Affairs

• http://www.dca.ga.gov/development/research/programs/gomi2.asp

• Government Management Indicators (GOMI) Information Catalogs

• Services provided

• Management functions

• Public facilities available

• Planning, zoning, development procedures

• Financial management practices

• Economic development activities

• Public safety practices

• Form of government

http://www.dca.ga.gov/development/research/programs/gomi2.asp


Georgia Department of Community Affairs



Code of Federal Regulations
Uniform Grant Guidance

• www.gpo.gov/fdsys

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys


Code of Federal Regulations
Uniform Grant Guidance
• www.gpo.gov/fdsys

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys


Code of Federal Regulations
Uniform Grant Guidance
• www.gpo.gov/fdsys

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys


CFR – Official Print Version



Code of Federal Regulations – Updates

• www.gpo.gov/fdsys

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys


Code of Federal Regulations – Updates

• www.gpo.gov/fdsys

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys


Code of Federal Regulations – Updates

• www.gpo.gov/fdsys

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys


Code of Federal Regulations – Updates

• www.gpo.gov/fdsys

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys


Code of Federal Regulations – Updates

• www.gpo.gov/fdsys

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys


Code of Federal Regulations – Updates

• www.gpo.gov/fdsys

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys


Code of Federal Regulations Updates

• Published in the Federal Register

• www.gpo.gov/fdsys

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys


Code of Federal Regulations – Updates

• www.gpo.gov/fdsys

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys


Code of Federal Regulations – Updates

• www.gpo.gov/fdsys

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys


Code of Federal Regulations Update

• www.ecfr.gov
• Updated daily for changes published in the Federal 

Register

• Can search online by title and part

• Only the printed version is official 

• When researching a section of the e-CFR, verify results 
against official version at www.fdsys.gov as well as 
Federal Register amendments

http://www.ecfr.gov/
http://www.fdsys.gov/


Georgia Government Finance Officers 
Association Website

• Education and Training - Tutorials



Georgia Government Finance Officers 
Association Website



Other Resources

• CCH Governmental GAAP Guide

• Wiley GAAP for Governments

• Carl Vinson Institute of Government training,
• http://cviog.uga.edu/publications/public-resources.html

http://cviog.uga.edu/publications/public-resources.html



